
Fishing with Numicon!


Numicon pieces are 
great to use in water. 
Set them off finding 
pieces in the bath. 
Even more fun, if the 
bath has bubbles can 
you feel around and 
find a Numicon piece 
with 3 holes? Can you 
find 2 Numicon pieces, 
which has more/less 
holes?


Dice 

Match the number 
thrown to the Numicon 
piece?


Have Fun! 
The list of ideas is not exhaustive as Numicon is 
very versatile! Each activity will help you and your 
child become more familiar with the Numicon 
pieces, and provide opportunities to develop early 
mathematical conversations. Have fun using 
Numicon with your child at home. We look forward 
to hearing and seeing all your lovely ideas and 
photos!


For more information about Numicon, please click 
on the link below which will take you to their 
website. 


https://global.oup.com/education/content/primary/

An Introduction to 
Numicon 
A parents guide to learning 
Numicon with your child.

Money 

Can you make the same 
amount with money and 
shapes?


 Can you match the 
coins to the shapes?

Rubbings 

Make a rubbing using tin 
foil, which piece is hidden 
under the foil.


Hide a piece of Numicon 
under a sheet of paper. 
Can you make a rubbing 
and find out which piece 
is hidden?

https://global.oup.com/education/content/primary/series/numicon/?region=uk
https://global.oup.com/education/content/primary/series/numicon/?region=uk


Numicon Stairs  

Can you lay out the Numicon pieces to create a 
staircase? Ask your child to cover their eyes. Remove 
one or two pieces of Numicon. Ask your child if they can 
spot which piece is missing. Ask them to explain how 
they know?

Playdough  

Can you match your shape and impressions? Can you make a 
number line to help with adding and subtracting? Can you 
make a number sentence with the shapes and impressions, as 
illustrated below? (e.g. 5+4=9)

Where to start? 

Each numeral is represented by a Numicon shape. The 
activities below are simple ways in which you can use 
Numicon at home with your child.


What can I do with Numicon? 

What is Numicon? 
Recently at Astley Park School, we have invested a 
considerable amount of money and time ensuring 
we have a range of resources to support the 
children’s learning in Mathematics. The main 
resource we have purchased is Numicon.


Numicon is a range of multi-sensory maths 
resources using imagery, models and signs to raise 
mathematical achievement. These resources help 
children to develop fluency by using a visual, 
practical base to develop conceptual understanding 
and fluent recall. Furthermore, it helps children to 
reason mathematically through the use of concrete 
objects and spoken language to explain and justify.


It will also help children to develop into confident 
problem-solvers since it provides them with visual a 
stimulus to support their reasoning communication.


If you would like to purchase the shapes and other 
helpful resources please type ‘Numicon Home Kit’ 
into google to see the various intervention kits.


Painting 

Using the Numicon 
shapes to print with.

Marbles  

How many marbles can you 
put in each piece? If your 
child was to take a handful 
of marbles, which Numicon 
piece could fit them in, 

Dice 

How many altogether? 
Who has more/less? Baking 

Make the shapes and the 
numerals with dough.


